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HBC BRIEFPING 23 October 1957

BOUTH VIRTHAM

Concensus of Vietnamese and American officials in Saigon ias
that Viet Minh agents were responsible for 32 October bomb-
ings which wounded 13 American military personnel.

A, Although no arrests have yet been reported, South
Yietnanene security forces claim they have traced ter-
rorists to members of loocal Communist-penetrated labor
union.

Saigon outrages were forecast by President Diem last momth

when he informed Ambassador Durbrow that he possessed docu-~
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mentary evidence,

that the Viet Minb intended to step-up terrorist activities
and stitack Americans,

A, these attacks would coincide
with the Colombo Plan coanference now in session in Saigon.

Compunist are planning in

ser future to mount more attacke against American personsel

and property as well as promote strikes and demonstrations.

Gbjectives of terrorist campaign against Americans would

appear to be motivated by:

A, Yiet Ninh desmire to give impression that anti-American
sentiment 1s widespread in Bouth Vietnam;

B, to oast doubt on the government's ability to maintais

iaw and order;
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¢ » and to undermine Diea's growinginternational prestige.
D. In this connection, Radio Hanol has already broadcast
that bowbings "were only a manifestation af the dis-
content of 3 number of peaople in Beuth Vietnam toward

the insolent behavior of American military personnel."
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